

	
	MARK
	MATTHEW
	LUKE
	JOHN

	AUTHOR
	Unknown
	Unknown, but very likely a Jewish
Christian convert who new Jewish 
traditions.
	Possibly the ‘beloved physician’ 
who accompanied Paul to Philippi
	Unknown


	DATE
	65-70 AD
	85-90 AD
	80-90 AD
	90 AD

	PLACE
	Rome (?)
	Antioch in Syria (?)
	Greece or Asia Minor (?)
	Ephesus(?)

	AUDIENCE/
COMMUNITY
	Gentiles (non-Jewish)
	Predominately Jewish Christians
	Christian Gentiles
	Christian-Jews and 

Jews in Diaspora

	BACKGROUND OF

THE COMMUNITY
	Constant threat of destruction

under Nero; shocked by the 
impending or final destruction of
Jerusalem 70AD. 
End of time, Parousia, thought to be 
imminent..
	Period of consolidation; conflict with 
official Judaism. 
Period of second generation Christians.
Questions of order, discipline and
authority.
	Period of expansion; parousia not
 imminent. 
Time of expansion under guidance 
of the Spirit.
	Period of conflict; with official
 Judaism and reflection on 

meaning of Christian 

discipleship.

	SOURCES
	1) An early Passion Narrative.

2) An account of the Lord’s 

    Supper.

3) Parables.
4)Controversy Stories.

5) Apocalyptic Writings
	1) MK
2) Q

3) M
	1) MK

2) Q

3) LK
	JN presupposes the Synoptics. 

He may have shared a common 

oral tradition with MK. Some
association with the Lucan 

tradition is also possible.

However JN is quite distinctive 

and most of his gospel has little 

in common with the Synoptics.

	GOSPEL STRUCTURE
	Preparation for Public Ministry
1:1-13

The Galilean Ministry
1:4-7:23
 Journey outside Galilee
7:24-10:52
The Jerusalem Ministry

11:1-13:37

The Passion Narrative

14:1-15:47
The Resurrection Narrative

16:1-8 (16:9-20 later addition).
	The Infancy Narrative
1:2-23

Preparation for Public Ministry

3:1-4:11
The Galilean Ministry
4:12-13:58
The Journey to Jerusalem

19:1-20:34
The Passion Narrative

26:1-27:66
The Resurrection Narrative

28:1-20
	Prologue

1:1-4
The Infancy Narrative

1:5-2:52

Preparation for Public Ministry

3:1-4:11

The Galilean Ministry
3:14-9:50

The Journey to Jerusalem

9:51-19:27
The Jerusalem Ministry

19:28-21:38

The Passion Narrative

22:1-23:56
The Resurrection Narrative

24:1-53
	Prologue
1:1-18

The Book of Signs

1:19-12:50

The Book of Glory

 13:1-20:31

Epilogue

21:1-24:25


	
	MARK
	MATTHEW
	LUKE
	JOHN

	STYLE
	Good storyteller with an eye for 

detail. Quick moving accounts – 

a Gospel in a hurry. Not familiar 

with Palestinian geography. Use

of Latinisms. 
	Slower and more reflective than MK 

rearranges his material. Writes well in 

Greek but manifests Aramaic and 

Semitic influences. More interested in 

teaching than actions. A contrived 

approach.


	Well polished Greek. Observant of mannerisms of people and full 

psychological insight.
	Profound and theological. Use of 

allegories, symbolism and 

technical vocabulary. Develops 

themes (e.g. truth, light, life, 

glory, worker) rather than give a 

series of events.

Many discourses.

	THEOLOGICAL SLANT

AND CONCERNS
	Jesus seen as a suffering Messiah.

Passion and Resurrection is the 

key to understanding Jesus.

Uses geography with a message.

Gives a very human portrait of 

Jesus and the disciples.
	Jesus as the Teacher, the new Moses, the 

Law-Giver, The Messiah-King.

Frequent use of scripture and its 

fulfilment.

Jesus has come to fulfil the Law, not 

destroy it.

Scribes and Pharisees are strongly 

criticized.

Highlight ‘Church’ and Peter’s Role.

Galilee important for Jesus’ ministry and 

after Resurrection is the gateway to the

world.
	Jesus seen as a prophet, the saviour 

of the oppressed.

Parallels Jesus’ ministry with the 

Church.

Has concerns for the Gentiles and 

the marginalised people.

Prominence given to the Holy Spirit,

prayer and messianic joy.

Emphasises proper stewardship of 

wealth.

Greater prominence given to women 

than within the other gospels.

A gospel of compassion/mercy (or 

great Pardons) and universal 
salvation.
	Jesus seen as the Incarnate Word, 

the Son of Man, the Light of the 

World. The Way the Truth and

the Life.

Emphasises community.

Sacramental approach of signs 

and symbols used.

‘Eternal life’ possible for 

believers here and now.

A theological gospel that shows a 

period of reflection on Jesus’ 

message.


