Origins of Aboriginal People

What is terra nullius, and how did this concept come about with regards to Australia?

Terra Nullius

Land belonging to no-one. Empty Land and therefore free for the taking.
The land was owned by no-one and then free for settlement.

In Australia the European settlers believed that the Aborigines had little attachment to the land and made little us of it.

What evidence exists to show the Aborigines had a unique identity in terms of beliefs and behaviours?
	Belief Systems
	Behaviours

	· Oral Tradition

· Belief in The Dreaming and Dreaming stories

· Dance

· Art – rock, cave, wood paintings

· Poems & songs

· Sacred stories

· Aboriginal art

· Sacred symbols

· Spirits/gods

· Ritual practices

· Oneness with the land

· Diversity 
	· Nomadic Lifestyle (roaming)

· Hunters

· Gathering

· Semi-nomadic

· Stone tools

· Diversity

· Language

· Knowledge of the land

· Geographical area

· Understanding of the land forms


