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Gospels

· The Gospels are books written by committed Christians to present and explain their faith in Jesus Christ to others.

· The Gospels concentrate on the ‘good news’ of what Jesus brought to the world – teaching and healing and above all freedom through his death and resurrection.

· During the period after Jesus’ death and resurrection up to 70 CE the apostles spread the good news by word of mouth. During this time sayings and actions of Jesus were being recorded. Around 70 CE these records and word of mouth memories of Jesus were collected and brought together to form the Gospels.

· Gospels were records of what people believed about Jesus not biographies.

The Synoptic Gospels are:

Matthew

Mark

Luke

They are called this because they write about the events surrounding Jesus Christ from a similar viewpoint.

The word “synoptic” is made up of two parts

“syn” meaning together

and

“opsis” meaning view.
Source material


Matthew
· M - material found only in Matthew and attributed to an unknown unique source.

· Q - material shared by Luke and Matthew and attributed to an unknown source.

· Sayings of Jesus in Aramaic.

· Mark’s Gospel.


Mark
· First hand accounts from Peter.

· Written accounts.

· Written sayings and stories of Jesus in Aramaic.

· Word of mouth sayings of Jesus.


Luke
· Actual events.

· Spoken reports.

· Mark’s Gospel.

· Written reports.

· L - material found only in Luke and attributed to an unknown unique source.

· Q - material shared by Luke and Matthew and attributed to an unknown source.

An outline of Mark’s Gospel

· The beginning of the good news of Jesus.

 (1:1-13)

· Jesus’ work in Galilee.

(1:14  - 8:21)

· The gradual understanding of Jesus’ teaching about himself and discipleship.

 (8:22 – 10:52)

· The last days in Jerusalem before the cross. 

                 
(11:1 – 13:37)

· The death and resurrection of Jesus. 

                 
(14:1 –16:8)

· Another ending of Mark. 

(16:9-20)

An outline of Matthew’s Gospel

· The Person of Jesus Christ.

(1:1 – 4:16)

· Jesus Christ is publicly proclaimed.

(4:17 – 16:20)

· Jesus Christ’s suffering, death and resurrection.

(16:21 – 28:20)

An outline of Luke’s Gospel

· Preface. 
(1:1-4)

· The birth and childhood of Jesus.

(1:5 –2:52)

· The credentials of John and Jesus.

(3:1 –4-13)

· Jesus in Galilee. (4:14 –9:50)

· The Journey to Jerusalem.

(9:51 –19:44)

· Jesus in Jerusalem. (19:45 – 21:38)

· Crucifixion and resurrection.

(22:1 –24:53)

An Unstable History

The Jews lived in a country that has had, over the years, a succession of foreign invaders and rulers and times of exile and return. 

For example:

· In the time of the Patriarchs (1850 BC) Jews were sold into slavery in Egypt.
· Moses (1250 BC) lead his people back out of Egypt to the Promised Land.
· In the time of the divided kingdoms:  Israel in the North (727 BC) was conquered and its people were deported to Assyria. Judah in the South (587 BC) was conquered and its people deported to Babylon.
· Persian Rule (538 BC)
· Greek Rule  (333-63 BC)
· Roman Rule (63 BC)
Kingdom of God

Jewish Expectation

In the time of Jesus the Jews looked for God to intervene in many different ways.

Some Jews looked for:

· a revolutionary, political leader who would overthrow the power of Rome,

· a period of peace and prosperity in which they could live and bring up their children without fear,

· a king who would bring justice among the people,

· a king of the poor, oppressed and those who had no voice,

· God to send his Chosen One to establish a kingdom for the Jews of Jerusalem.

Based on Material from “Kingdom of God/ Kingdom of Heaven by David Field
Jesus never, at any time, defined exactly what he meant by the ‘Kingdom of God.’ In the Bible, the Kingdom of God means God’s active reign in the world.

Jesus was concerned with the quality of human life.

Jesus’ idea of Kingdom was very different.

· The kingdom was already here.

· The kingdom was a spiritual rather than material reality.

· Jesus’ death on the cross is the key to the kingdom, to the way we enter.

· The kingdom in its fullness is yet to come, it will fully come when Jesus returns.
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