Major Christian Denominations
	Denomination
	Belief

	Catholic

	Catholic beliefs are stated in the NICENE and APOSTLES CREED.

God

The core of Catholic faith is in the belief of God. Catholics believe in one divine God from which all things come from and manifested in three persons. This is known as the Mystery of the Trinity (Father, Son and Holy Spirit). 
Sacred text
Catholics believe that truth is found mainly in the Bible, as interpreted by the church, but also found in church tradition. The Bible is the foundation of Christianity. It holds the teachings and expectations for Christians. 

Jesus

Jesus is the central figure of Christianity and is revered by Catholics as the incarnation of God. Catholics believe Jesus is fully God and fully Man, with a human will and a divine will. Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary and the Messiah. Catholics believe he suffered, was crucified, and died, buried and rose again bodily, all for our sins. 

Holy Spirit

Catholics believe the Holy Spirit was sent by Jesus after his death and resurrection. 

They believe that it is one with the God the Father and God the Son and thus receiving the Holy Spirit is receiving God. Catholics formally ask for and receive the Holy Spirit through the sacrament of Confirmation. They believe in receiving the seven gifts and the twelve fruits of the Holy Spirit.

Mary

Catholics believe Mary is the chief among all the saints. She is the Blessed Virgin Mary, Jesus Christ's own mother. Catholics honor her like God and pray to her more than all the other saints because of her unique place in the whole story of Christianity. Catholics believe Mary was sinless, without sin. 

Saints

Much emphasis is placed on Saints in the Catholic religion. Catholics believe that they are linked in a special way with the Saints – those who have already died and are now with God.



	Anglican


	The trinity

Their belief is very similar to the other Christian churches. There is only one living and true God, everlasting, without body, parts, or suffering; of infinite power, wisdom, and goodness; the Maker, and Preserver of all things both visible and invisible. And in unity of this Godhead there are three Persons, of one substance, power, and eternity; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Mary
Anglicans recognize only one dogma about Mary: that she is the Theotokos, the Mother of God incarnate. All other doctrines, beliefs, or legends about Mary are secondary to her role as Mother of God. 

Most Anglicans agree that the doctrine of the Perpetual Virginity of Mary is sound and logical, but without more scriptural proof it cannot be considered dogmatic. 

Anglicans recognize Mary as an example of holiness, faith and obedience for all Christians; and that Mary can be seen as a prophetic figure of the Church. As such, she is often considered to be the most important person within the Communion of Saints, and many Anglicans pray to her.

Saints

King Charles I of England is the only person to have been effectively canonized as a saint by the Anglican Church after the English Reformation, when he was referred to as a martyr and included in the calendar of the Book of Common Prayer.[2] This canonisation is not, however, considered universal in the Anglican Church worldwide, and many national Churches list him as a martyr and not a Saint, or as neither.

	Orthodox


	Belief in God

That there are three Divine Persons in God, distinct, yet equal.

God the Father is the fountainhead of the Holy Trinity. The Scriptures reveal the one God is Three Persons - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - eternally sharing the one divine nature. From the Father the Son is begotten before all ages and all time. It is from the Father that the Holy Spirit eternally proceeds. God the Father created all things through the Son, in the Holy Spirit, and we are called to worship Him. The Father loves us and sent His Son to give us everlasting life.

Belief in Jesus

The Orthodox Church considers Jesus Christ to be the head of the Church and the Church to be His body.

That the Son is begotten from the Father, of the very same essence of the Father. He is God and also truly Man like us, because He assumed human nature from the Blessed Virgin Mary, except for sin. He died on the Cross to save mankind, and He ascended into Heaven. He will come again to "judge the living and the dead".

The Trinity - Orthodox Christians believe there are three persons in the Godhead, each divine, distinct and equal. The Father God is the eternal head; the Son is begotten of the Father; the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father.

Belief in Saints

The saints and the angels are an important part of the Greek Orthodox church and faith. All baptised Greeks are named after a saint, and so the name day is celebrated rather than the birthday.


	Denomination
	Belief

	Protestant
	Belief in God

The Protestants believe in the Holy Trinity which includes Jesus, God and the Holy Spirit, they also believe in Baptism and that God is the one creator, Jesus is the son of god, the savour who came down from heaven in human form to save his people from sin and the Holy Spirit which incarnated Jesus the son
Belief in Jesus

The belief in Jesus Christ is derived directly from the descriptions contained within the four Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Protestants share the belief that he is our Lord and Saviour, who died on the cross for the forgiveness of sins. They believe that only through faith in Jesus Christ and acceptance of him into your life as Lord and Saviour, can you be forgiven of your sin.
Belief in Holy Spirit

Protestants believe that the Holy Spirit is given to Christian followers to strengthen their faith. The Spirit is given from God Himself through Jesus to aid his believers and bestow the Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit upon them which include: Wisdom, Knowledge, Counsel, Fortitude (Courage), Understanding, Piety (Reverence), Fear of the Lord (Awe). 
Belief in Mary

Protestants only regard Mary as a theological figure, a pure woman that was worthy in God’s eyes of bearing Jesus Christ, His Son. However, Protestants believe that because she was a human she was not without sin. They do not hold her in such reverence as other Christian denominations. 
Belief in Saints
Protestants do not pray to saints, as they refer the term “saints” to all Christians. They also refrain from praying to saints as they believe only God should be venerated rather than “glorifying” other humans who they believe not to be without sin.


	Lutheran
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Belief in God

Lutherans believe that there is only one true God. They believe in the Trinity: the Father, creator of all that exists; Jesus Christ, the Son, who became human to suffer and die for the sins of all human beings and rose to life again winning victory over sin; and the Holy Spirit, who creates faith through God's Word and Sacraments. The three persons of the Trinity are coequal and coeternal. 
Belief in Jesus

Lutherans believe that Jesus, the Son of God was sent by the Father to take the form of a human. Jesus was born on earth by a virgin named Mary and was conceived by the Holy Spirit. This demonstrates that Jesus is both divine and human. Jesus’ lived His life according to the will of God. He was crucified for the salvation of humanity and after three days rose from the dead. By this great victory God has declared the Good News of reconciliation. Today, Christ lives wherever His faithful people believe in Him, where sacraments are administered and where the Good News of Reconciliation is proclaimed. 

Belief in the Holy Spirit

The Trinity is believed to be God taking three different forms, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, for different purposes. The Holy Spirit is one part of the Trinity which together makes up one God. In carrying on Jesus' earthly ministry, the Spirit's ongoing work is to reveal truth, give life and strengthen faith.

Belief in Mary 

[image: image2.wmf]The Virgin Mary being a "Perpetual Virgin" is not believed and taught in the Lutheran Church. The doctrine of the Immaculate Conception is not declared by the Lutheran Church.
Belief in Saints

The Lutheran faith does not believe in recognising, venerating or praying to the saints, as it is seen as a form of idolism.  


Major Christian Denominations
	Denomination
	Liturgy

	Catholic

	Liturgy/Worship (Latin Rite)

Catholic Liturgy is the public and official worship of Almighty God by the Church. The most well known form of Catholic worship is the Mass. Catholics are called to fully participate in the action of the liturgy. By participating they believe they are united with Christ and in Him. They are obliged to attend Mass on Sundays and other Holy Days. 



	Anglican


	Liturgy

One of the glories of the Church of England is its worship. The word 'liturgy' describes the patterns, forms and words through which public worship is conducted.

There are currently two collections of services authorized for use in the Church of England: The Book of Common Prayer and Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England.



	Orthodox


	Liturgy

The Orthodox mass follows the Byzantine rite, sometimes called the Rite of Constantinople or Constantinopolitan Rite. It consists of the Divine Liturgies, Canonical hours, forms for the administration of Sacred Mysteries (sacraments) and the numerous prayers, blessings and exorcisms that were developed in the church of Constantinople.



	Protestant
	Liturgy
Protestantism in its myriad contemporary forms is mostly known for not being liturgical. Of all the major Protestant bodies, only the high Anglican in England is liturgical in the historic sense of the term, although the Lutherans and Episcopalians (in America) consider themselves liturgical in a broader sense of the term.
LITURGY

A Protestant liturgy entails:
1. Gathering calls 
2. Prayers of invocation

3. Prayer of confession

4. Assurance of grace
5. Prayers of Thanksgiving 

6. Prayer for Jubilee

7. Prayers of commitment

8. Charge and blessing
· 

	Lutherans
	Liturgy

In the Lutheran service music and hymns, also known as chorales, play a major part. Mass is celebrated every Sunday and on other festivals or religious occasions. Readings, prayers and vestments are still kept the same as other traditional liturgical forms


Major Christian Denominations
	Denomination
	Eucharist

	Catholic
	Eucharist/Communion

The Catholic Church considers the thanksgiving (Eucharist) communion that Jesus offered to His disciples at the last supper as extremely significant. Thus, the Eucharist is the source and summit of Christian life. 

Communion

The word communion has been originated from the Latin word ‘Communio’. In Christianity the basic meaning of the word communion is the close relationships of the Christians as individuals or as a church. It can also mean the relation with god and other fellow Christians. In a way communion can also be described as the ‘Fellowship’ between Catholics and their relationship with god. 

The term communion is also used for a group of churches that have or share a close relationship of communion with each other. One of the better renowned communions is that of the ‘Anglican Church’. Faith, pastoral governance and sacrament are the most important factors in the relation of the communion churches. In a communion people also share bread and wine, in Eucharist, it is seen as an action entering a close relation ship with Christ.



	Anglican


	Communion/ Eucharist

They see Holy Communion as a memorial to Christ's suffering, and participation in the Eucharist as both a re-enactment of the Last Supper and a foreshadowing of the heavenly banquet - the fulfillment of the Eucharistic promise. Most Anglicans, however, implicitly or explicitly adopt the Eucharistic theology of consubstantiation.



	Orthodox


	Communion/Eucharist

Eucharist literally means thanksgiving and early became a synonym for Holy Communion. The Eucharist is the center of worship in the Orthodox Church. Because Jesus said of the bread and wine at the Last Supper, "This is my body," "This is my blood," and "Do this in remembrance of Me", His followers believe - and do - nothing less. In the Eucharist, we partake mystically of Christ's Body and Blood, which impart His life and strength to us. The celebration of the Eucharist was a regular part of the Church's life from its beginning. Early Christians began calling the Eucharist "the medicine of immortality" because they recognized the great grace of God that was received in it. 



	Protestant
	Communion and Eucharist
Protestants believe in the concept on transubstantiation, where the blood and the body of Jesus Christ remain as the bread wine. The Eucharist is perceived as a memorial meal where it is celebrated “in memory of him (Jesus)”.
EUCHARIST/ COMMUNION

Those Protestants who reject the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist will often allege that the John 6:35-68 meaning of eating the flesh and drinking blood actually is believing in Jesus Christ for salvation. As has been presented by these Protestants that is the only way one could interpret Jesus saying one must eat the Flesh and Drink the Blood.



	Lutherans
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	Eucharistic Belief

The Lutheran belief in the Eucharist is that the bread and wine are present alongside the Body and Blood of Christ, emphasising that no transformation has occurred. Therefore, the Eucharist does have an important role in the Lutheran faith as it does not merely represent Jesus or symbolise His presence. 




Major Christian Denominations
	Denomination
	Sacraments 

	Catholic
	Sacraments
Catholic Church accepts seven sacraments of initiation, communion and healing: Baptism, Confirmation, the Eucharist, Reconciliation or confession, Anointing of the Sick, Marriage, and Holy Orders

	Anglican


	Sacraments
The Anglicans celebrate many different sacraments which they call the “Mysteries” this is because it refers directly to the process of theosis, the mystical union between man and God. These include:
Baptism, Eucharist, Holy matrimony,  Holy orders,  Anointing of the sick, Confession and absolution

SACRAMENTS
The Anglican denomination believes that baptism and the Eucharist are the only sacraments needed for Salvation. The other sacraments that the Roman Catholic tradition believes in are just simply celebrated as services in the Anglican Church. 

EUCHARIST - Anglicans believe in consubstantiation. This means that they believe that the bread and wine are only symbols of Christ’s body and blood. This is because the Anglicans opposed to the idea that Christ was sacrificed again each time there was a mass and did not believe that these sacrifices could help people who had died. In the past, the Anglicans has restricted communion to those who had not only been baptized but also confirmed. 
BAPTISM - Anglicans regard baptism as an unrepeatable sacrament. In the sacrament of Baptism it is most usual that people are baptised as young infants with services of thanksgiving and dedication of children celebrated. People baptized in other traditions will be confirmed without being baptized again unless there is doubt about the validity of their original baptism. Already confirmed Roman Catholic and Orthodox Christians are simply received into the Anglican Church.
SERVICES

CONFIRMATION is a rite of initiation in many Christian Churches and is also known as ‘the laying of hands.’ Anglicans view confirmation as a sacrament along with many other Christian denominations such as the orthodox and catholic churches. The Anglicans see confirmation as a renewal of their baptismal vows. When confirmation is given early, candidates may be asked to make a fresh renewal of vows when they approach adult life at about eighteen

MARRIAGE - The Anglicans (Catholics and orthodox) consider marriage or ‘holy matrimony’ to be an expression of divine grace and termed as a sacrament or mystery. The bishop or priest functions as the actual minister of the Sacred Mystery

ORDINATION - In Anglican religion, ordination is included in one of the three major orders: bishop, priest, or deacon and can be administered only by a bishop. Within the Anglican and several other Christian denominations, the validity of an ordination is of the utmost importance. While some Eastern churches recognize Anglican ordinations as valid, the Roman Catholic Church does not. The Anglican Church allows ordinations to be performed at any day of the year, except weekdays during Lent but only one clergyman may be ordained to any ministry. 

FUNERALS - A funeral is a ceremony to recognise the someone’s death. It involves various monuments, prayers, and rituals undertaken in their honor. The church seeks to provide spiritual support for the dead and honour their bodies. It is also a time to recognise their achievements, goals, or dreams and to acknowledge the person who is deceased 

	Orthodox


	Sacraments
There are at least seven sacraments in the Orthodox Church. The first is baptism which is the Christian rite of initiation in the Church. Chrismation is the second sacrament which bestows upon us the Holy Spirit. Holy Communion is the sacrament of receiving the resurrected body and blood of Jesus Christ. Although all Orthodox Christians are to confess their sins daily to God privately, all are encouraged to participate in the sacrament of Confession with a priest. Marriage is a sacrament of the Church for it is Christ himself through the priest or bishop that joins the couple together. Ordination to the sacred priesthood is also a sacrament, as is Holy Oil (Unction) which the faithful are anointed with for the healing of soul and body and for the forgiveness of sins.

	Protestant
	Sacraments
1 - Baptism – Protestants believe that when baptized, a person should endure full immersion so as to symbolize their old sinful self dying and resurrecting with Christ. They do not however, share the same belief as the Catholics that baptism cleanses all sins, including original sin.

4 - Holy Eucharist – Protestants view it as a memorial meal, in remembrance of the night that Jesus was betrayed where he held the Passover meal. 

5 - Marriage - is where grace is given to remain in the bonds of matrimony in dictates with the requirements of the Catholic Church.

	Lutherans


	Sacraments
Lutherans believe in three sacraments, which include Baptism, Communion and Absolution. 


Baptism is seen as a rite of initiation into the Church. Lutherans believe that water alone doesn't make the sacrament holy, but it is the addition of the Reading of the Scriptures that reconnects the person being baptised with God and washes away their original sin. All infants are eligible for Baptism due to the belief that everyone is born with original sin and must be cleansed through Baptism.

The sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated to show worship and respect in remembrance to Jesus, but the sacrament is not just a symbol of or memorial of Jesus. The Real Presence is shared in the act of receiving communion and through the belief that the Eucharist is not just a symbol of Jesus but that Jesus’ presence is there among the bread and wine. 


Absolution can be both private and corporate. The sincerity of the person receiving absolution determines the forgiveness they receive. Private confession and absolution are only held when a penitent requests. Complete absolution can only be received if the penitent has prior received Baptism. Penance and good deeds are excluded from the Lutheran rite of absolution.  


Major Christian Denominations
	Denomination
	Sacred Text

	Catholic


	Sacred text

Bible, Gospels, Scripture
Catholics believe that tradition illuminates the meaning of scripture, in that the revelation of God comes through scripture in the light of tradition 

Catholics believe that the Holy Spirit inspired human beings who came to an enlightened understanding of God and recorded these reflections as a way of passing their faith onto the community. Therefore, the Bible contains all that is necessary for human salvation however the Bible should not be understood in literal terms 
The Deutero Canonical or Apocryphal books contained in the Old Testament are accepted by the Catholic and Orthodox denominations, however they are not accepted by Protestant groups 


	Anglican


	SACRED TEXTS 

The Book of Common Prayer was put together during the reformation, produced in 1549. It includes morning and evening prayer, the Holy Communion and readings from the bible. It includes services for baptism, marriage, funeral, confirmation, ordination as well as the psalms and the catechism. They accept the Book of Common Prayer as the practical rule of their belief and worship, and in it they use as standards of doctrine which consists of the three Creeds — the Apostles', the Nicene, and the Athanasian.
They also believe that Scriptures are the sole and supreme rule of faith, in the sense that it contains all things necessary to salvation. Another thing is that most prayer books include a section of prayers and devotions for family use. The Anglican tradition also relies on the Bible (the Old and New Testament) as the fundamental rule and standard of their faith given by the inspiration of God. They believe that the Bible contains all things necessary for salvation.  



	Orthodox


	Sacred Text

The Orthodox Church has the old testament and apocryphal

( Bible is the same as the Catholic churches’  

	Protestant
	Sacred text

The Protestants believed that the Holy Bible was the only text to have total authority within the church, deriving from this the Five Solas: Sola Scriptura (“by scripture alone”), Sola fide (“by faith alone”), Sola gratia (“by grace alone”), Solus Christus (“Christ alone”), Soli Deo gloria (“glory to God alone”).
SACRED TEXT
Sacred text for Protestants is the Bible although it does not include Apocrypha; the reformers rejected the Apocrypha because it was sometimes used as a basis for certain Catholic doctrines and because the Jews have never included it in their biblical law. 

SACRED TEXT
Protestant groups follow the teachings of Luther, who taught that the only source Christians should turn to for inspiration is the Bible

The belief in "bible alone" is known as sola scriptura 

The belief in sola scriptura is particularly strong amongst evangelical Protestants 



	Lutherans
	Sacred Texts

Lutherans believe that the Bible is "the manger in which the Word of God is laid." Lutherans recognise differences in the way the Bible should be studied and interpreted. It is accepted as the primary text to the church's faith. The Bible bears testimony to the mighty acts of God in the lives of people and nations. The Old Testament has vivid accounts of God's covenant relationship to Israel. In the New Testament is found the story of God's new covenant with all of creation in Jesus. It is also the first-hand proclamation of those who lived through the events of Jesus' life, death, and Resurrection. The Bible is a source of growth for Lutherans and through ‘sola scriptura’ Lutherans believe that the Bible has great authority and anything not mentioned in the Bible is not believed by Lutherans. 




Major Christian Denominations
	Denomination
	Church Government/Hierarchy, Clergy, Religious & Laity

	Catholic

	Church organization, hierarchy and leadership

The basic administrative unit of the Catholic Church is the diocese. Every diocese is further divided into individual communities called parishes, which are usually staffed by at least one priest.

The Catholic hierarchy follows: Pope, Cardinal, Archbishop, Bishop, Priest, Deacon, all of which are conferred through the sacrament of Holy Orders,

Role of Clergy 

Catholic clergy commit their lives to serving the people of a diocese, a church administrative region, and generally work in parishes, schools, or other Catholic institutions as assigned by the bishop of their diocese. They attend to the spiritual, pastoral, moral, and educational needs of the members of their church. 

Role of Laity

It is their primary role to bring Christ to the various sectors of family, social, professional, cultural and political life. As a result of the priest shortage, members of the laity have had to take on some of the roles previously performed by priests. 

 

	Anglican


	Role of the clergy

 In Anglicanism clergy consist of the orders of deacons, priests (presbyters) and bishops in ascending order of seniority. Canon, archdeacon, archbishop and the like are specific positions within these orders. Bishops are typically overseers, presiding over a diocese composed of many parishes, with an archbishops presiding over a province, which is a group of dioceses. A parish (generally a single church) is looked after by one or more priests, although one priest may be responsible for several parishes. New clergy are ordained deacons. Those seeking to become priests are usually ordained priest after a year. Since the 1960s some Anglican churches have reinstituted the diaconate as a permanent, rather than transitional, order of ministry focused on ministry that bridges the church and the world, especially ministry to those on the margins of society.

Lay Ministries.

A lay reader (in some jurisdictions, notably the Church of England, simply Reader) is a layperson authorized by a bishop of the Anglican Church to read some parts of a service of worship. Anglican lay readers are licensed by the bishop to a particular parish or to the diocese at large.

 

	Orthodox


	Role of Clergy and Religious

The clergy of the Orthodox Church are the bishops, priests, and deacons, the same offices identified in the New Testament and found in the early church. Bishops include archbishops, metropolitans, and patriarchs. Priests include archpriests, protopresbyters, hieromonks and archimandrites. Deacons also include hierodeacons, archdeacons and protodeacons; subdeacons, however, are not deacons, and comprise a separate office that is not to be major clergy, as do readers, acolytes and others. Bishops are usually drawn from the ranks of the monks, and are required to be celibate; however, a non-monastic priest may be ordained if he no longer lives with his wife.

Church government/hierarchy

They don’t believe the pope is their leader instead they recognize the patriarch of Alexandria as their leader. They like to make decisions with a group of bishops rather than one single person making the final decision.



	Protestant
	Role of clergy and religious
In the Protestant Church, roles of the clergy are disregarded as the only roles within the Protestant Church are the priest and the lay people.

Church government and hierarchy

Episcopal: advocates church government by bishops

Presbyterian: local churches grouped together under the government of a regional synod of ordained presbyters and lay elders

Congregational: advocates the authority and independence of each local church



	Lutherans
	Church Government/Hierarchy

The older European Lutheran churches are closely tied to their respective governments as established churches. In non-European countries, Lutheran churches are voluntary religious organisations. A uniform system of church government has never developed in Lutheranism; congregational structures all exist. 

Lay ministries

Lay Workers are non-ordained persons who have felt the desire and willingness to work for Jesus in expanding the mission of the Church in a community or parish of the Lutheran Church of Australia (LCA). Areas of work may include youth and family ministry, outreach programs, Christian education, assisting pastors, parish nursing, camp management, chaplaincy, internship, welfare ministry, and music/worship programs.




Major Christian Denominations
	Denomination
	Church Architecture, Decorations/Ornamentation

	Catholic
	Church Architecture 

Catholic Church has been built to include the new interest in art and modern sculpture, mosaics, stained glass and weaving. Church also includes the altar, tabernacle, pulpit, lectern, boundary between the nave and sanctuary, pews for the congregation, confession rooms, baptismal bowl, etc.

Church Ornamentation, Decoration

Symbols: cross, crucifix, sacred heart, alpha and omega, the IHS, fish, lamb, dove, CHI-RHO, ashes, palm branches, chalice and paten, etc. Green: ordinary time. Purple: Advent and Lent. White: Christmas. Red: Easter and Pentecost.

	Anglican


	Architecture

Description 
The architect, Louis Williams, claimed to have introduced the fashionable but rugged clinker brickwork to church architecture in line with his philosophy of simple and meaningful ecclesiastical architecture rather than the mock Gothic decoration still applied to many churches contemporary to this one. Terra-cotta roof shingling underscores the emphasis of the architect or display of the natural materials. The church plan is typically cruciform. 

[image: image4.wmf]Beyond the choice of materials is the bold form of the design, with its squat Norman bell-tower centered on the sea-ward elevation. Viewed From the foreshore, the tower and surrounding bays are prominent elements in the skyline and would have dominated Frankston in the years up until the post-second war redevelopment of the town centre. Another vantage point is from the adjoining oval, where the multi-gabled (added) side chapels with their extensive stained glass are displayed to good advantage, as they are when viewed from High Street. Lancet- like windows at the tower base contain early glass designs in the Pre-Raphaelite manner of Waller. 

ORNAMENTATION
Anglicans do not believe in shines, statues or ornaments. In fact, they do not even use them.

Compared to the other churches, such as Roman Catholic, the Anglicans do not believe that ornaments have any meaning or power. So this meant that they did not use: Candles, Incense, Bells, Statues of saints, Statues of important people, Shrines


	Orthodox


	Church architecture

Orthodox architectural style remains largely conservative and traditional. One notable and architecturally important exception is Frank Lloyd Wright's design of Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, in the United States. Orthodox church buildings have the following basic shapes: Elongated: rectangle, rounded rectangle (oval), symbolizing the ship as a means of salvation (Noah's Ark), Cruciform (cross shaped) , star-shaped , Circular
Church decorations/ornamentation 

An iconostasis, also called the templon, is a wall of icons and religious paintings. Iconostasis also refers to a portable icon stand that can be placed anywhere within a church.

Depictions of the Cross within the Orthodox Church are numerous and often highly ornamented. Some carry special significance. The Tri-Bar Cross, as seen to the right, has three bars instead of the single bar normally attached.

The small top crossbar represents the sign that Pontius Pilate nailed above Christ's head. There is also a bottom slanting bar. This appears for a number of reasons. Evidence indicates that there was a small wooden platform for the crucified to stand on in order to support his weight; in Jesus' case his feet were nailed side by side to this platform with one nail each in order to prolong the torture of the cross.


	Protestant
	Church and architecture

Protestant Churches often involve the Pulpit as the prominent feature which represented the Holy Bible’s sole of authority and importance within the Church.
Church decorations and ornamentation

The Protestants do not believe that churches should contain a sophisticated atmosphere in terms of decoration and ornamentation. Therefore, Protestants only use the necessary relevant icons that correspond with their set of beliefs such as, the cross of Jesus and imagery of flames to represent the Holy Spirit. They generally believe that churches should remain simplistic and plain.

	Lutherans
	Decorations

Lutherans have very little church decorations, as they do not believe in Saints and Mary. The decorations that they do use are very simple items such as flowers and candles.
 Church Architecture
Church architecture in the Lutheran religion is mostly antique with heritage value. It shows that Lutherans value the uniqueness of each church. Stone and marble are mostly used to make Lutheran churches. The inside of these churches are set up so that the priest has more room to move around whilst saying the homily. This is unlike the Orthodox, Anglican and Roman Catholic Churches which centre their main focus on the sacraments, therefore having the altar as the centrepiece of the church. 
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