Key characteristics of Jesus’

Mark saw Jesus as a charismatic wonderworker, and gave examples of Jesus’ healing and exorcisms.  He portrayed Jesus as a teacher who could present profound truths within simple stories.  He saw Jesus as the Suffering Servant of God, someone who, though sinless himself, underwent terrible suffering to carry out God’s plan for humanity (compare Psalm 22 and Mark 15:34).  Mark also saw Jesus as Messiah; the disciples in Mark’s Gospel mirror the experience of the first Christian communities, who at first misunderstood but then, after Jesus’ brutal death, realised he was their Messiah.

The Gospel according to Mark portrays a Jesus who is the Servant. Jesus’ service is to bear the word and the active service of Christ in the gospel. Service is the subject of Mark’s Gospel. The character of service and of Servant that is attached to the life of Jesus, is the work that Jesus came to accomplish personally while living on the earth.

Mark’s Gospel stresses the humanity and suffering of Jesus.
Portrayals of Jesus: 

· Mark 14:27-42 
- The human Jesus

· Mark 10:45-52 
- The ministering Jesus

· Mark 12:13-44 
- The teaching Jesus

· Mark 15:15-20 
- The suffering Jesus

· Mark 1:1, 15:39.
- Jesus the Son of God

· Mark 6:2-3

- mother Mary, brothers James, Joseph, Judas and Simon and sisters.

· Mark 1:9

- came from Nazareth in the province of Galilee.

· Mark 1:27

- spoke with authority.

· Mark 2:7

- seen as a blasphemer.

· Mark 4:41

- even the waves and the wind obeyed him.

· Mark 6:14-15

- people saw Jesus as John the Baptist, Elijah, prophet of old.

· Mark 8:27-30

- Messiah.

· Mark 15:39

- Son of God.

· Mark 1:29-39

- healer.

· Mark 1:21-27

- God’s Holy messenger.

· Mark  8:31

- Son of Man who must suffer, be put to death and rise again in three days.

Jesus’ Humanity 

· Mark 2:28 
Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath. 

· Mark 9:9 
And as they came down from the mountain, he charged them that they should tell no man what things they had seen, till the Son of man were risen from the dead. 

· Mark 9:12 
And he answered and told them, Elias verily cometh first, and restoreth all things; and how it is written of the Son of man, that he must suffer many things, and be set at nought. 

· Mark 10:33 
[Saying], Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be delivered unto the chief priests, and unto the scribes; and they shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles: 

· Mark 10:45 
For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.

· Mark 14:21 
The Son of man indeed goeth, as it is written of him: but woe to that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! good were it for that man if he had never been born. 

· Mark 14:62 
And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.  
Names of Jesus 

· Mark 1:24 
Saying, Let [us] alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God. 

· Mark 2:28 
Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath. 

· Mark 6:3 
Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were offended at him. 

· Mark 14:27 
And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered. 

· Mark 14:61
But he held his peace, and answered nothing. Again the high priest asked him, and said unto him, Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?

Worksheet

Key characteristics of Jesus’

Mark saw Jesus as a charismatic wonderworker, and gave examples of Jesus’ ___________ and exorcisms.  He portrayed Jesus as a ___________ who could present profound truths within simple stories.  He saw Jesus as the Suffering ___________ of God, someone who, though sinless himself, underwent terrible ___________ to carry out God’s plan for humanity (compare Psalm 22 and Mark 15:34).  Mark also saw Jesus as the ___________; the disciples in Mark’s Gospel mirror the experience of the first Christian communities, who at first misunderstood but then, after Jesus’ brutal death, ___________ he was their Messiah.

The Gospel according to Mark portrays a Jesus who is the ___________. Jesus’ service is to bear the word of God and demonstrate the active service of Christ in the gospel. Service is the subject of Mark’s Gospel. The character of ___________and of Servant that is attached to the life of Jesus is the work that Jesus came to accomplish ___________while living on the earth.
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- Messiah.
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- Son of Man who must suffer, be put to death and rise again in three days.
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· Mark 9:9 
And as they came down from the mountain, he charged them that they should tell no man what things they had seen, till the Son of man were risen from the dead. 

· Mark 9:12 
And he answered and told them, Elias verily cometh first, and restoreth all things; and how it is written of the Son of man, that he must suffer many things, and be set at nought. 

· Mark 10:33 
[Saying], Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be delivered unto the chief priests, and unto the scribes; and they shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles: 

· Mark 10:45 
For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.

· Mark 14:21 
The Son of man indeed goeth, as it is written of him: but woe to that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! good were it for that man if he had never been born. 

· Mark 14:62 
And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.  
Names of Jesus 

· Mark 1:24 
Saying, Let [us] alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God. 

· Mark 2:28 
Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath. 

· Mark 6:3 
Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were offended at him. 

· Mark 14:27 
And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered. 

· Mark 14:61
But he held his peace, and answered nothing. Again the high priest asked him, and said unto him, Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?

The Life of Jesus in Nazareth
The Lesson of the "Will of God"... for 30 Years
The Life of Jesus in Nazareth is the great lesson of the "Will of God"... and Jesus spent 30 years! to teach it to us...we should learn it well.

Mark tells us Jesus was a Carpenter: "Where did this man get these things?" they asked. "What's this wisdom that has been given him, that he even does miracles! Isn't this the carpenter? Isn't this Mary's son (Mr.6:3)

Jesus a Carpenter:

For 30 years?... yes!... it is the great lesson!... every minute as a Carpenter had as much value as when he preached in the Temple, or as when He was at Mount Tabor or at Calvary... because every minute was doing the Will of the Father... and the importance of our actions is not what do we do but how do we do it, with what spirit and intentions we do it.

When Jesus was on the Cross was doing the will of the Father as much as when Jesus was nailing a piece of wood in his carpentry... either one with an infinite value, because He was God and doing the will of the Father...

